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Profil Partner Search

Contact of the Project Principal Investigator (Name of the researcher, institution, Lab):
Hüseyin FIRAT, MD, PhD
Firalis SAS

35, rue du Fort.

F-68330 Huningue
France

Phone: +33 (0) 389 6745 53, or +33 (0) 977 7872 85
Cell: +33 (0) 631 2616 05
E-mail: hueseyin.firat@orange.fr 
Which Topic of IMI is targeted? (more than one topic is possible): 

Qualification of Translational Safety Biomarkers (IMI Call Topic 2008 - IMI_Call_2008_1_05)

Description of  “Who you are”  (10-15 lines incl. key words):

We are an SME located in the French part of the Biovalley that is a life sciences network clustering around Strasbourg, Freiburg and Basel area, including the neighbouring regions of the triple borderline of France-Germany-Switzerland.

Firalis has been created to be the leading company in the biomarker development domain and our mission is to discover and particularly develop biomarkers for clinical applications (drug safety, drug efficacy, theranostics, patient selection for individualized medicine approaches, disease biomarkers) and so allowing to bring better and safer medicines, more accurate and rapid diagnosis of diseases, and so providing higher quality of life to the public.
In the field of safety biomarkers for clinical application, we are focused on the identification and in particular development of early biomarkers and biomarker-based diagnostic kit for drug-induced vascular, kidney or liver injuries.

Describe precisely your Competences and Know-how, in line with the Topic(s) you are interested in :

Firalis core competences and know-how include:

- Outstanding expertise in the biomarker and translational medicine field including:

(i) 
Identification of biomarkers of clinical interest

        
(ii)       Integrative analysis of multidimensional data derived from x-omic preclinical and                         

            
clinical  studies, & system biology


(iii)    
prevalidation and clinical validation of candidate biomarkers 

(iv) 
Biomarker assay development for clinical use

(v)
Elaboration of biomarker qualification process

- A set of IP protected, prevalidated biomarkers and their assays for DIVI and additional candidate biomarkers for DILI and DIKI
- Leadership and management of innovative multidimensional international projects.
- International scientific and clinical KOL network in our domain of interest
(Indicate clearly and concisely what type of activities you could take in charge, according to the description of the topic – half page maximum)

In the applicant-consortium initiated by Firalis, we will be in charge of the following activities:

(i) Establishment of a clear qualification process for translational safety biomarkers with the support of our partners such as EMEA regulatory experts and clinical centers of excellence.

(ii) We have a set of prevalidated proprietary biomarkers with corresponding assays for clinical validation

(iii) We bring the biomarker and translational medicine expertise for coordinating the work of the applicant consortium

(iv) Integrative analysis of preclinical and clinical biomarker data generated by the consortium

(v) Development of biomarker assays and publicly available diagnostic-support tools for clinical applications

(vi) Creation of a database of human biomarker profiles for research and training purposes
(vi) Creation of a Biobank for the validation of future biomarker candidates

Any other relevant information :

(Previous experiences in EU projects of the Framework Programme ?, in Public-Private Partnerships ?)
Members of our team have participated as co-ordinator and partners in several granted European projects within the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes.
Consortium (only if applicable): 

If you are already coordinating a IMI Expression of Interest, please give a short description of the involved partners

If a partner search is needed, please describe precisely the requested competences
Our Applicant Consortium Partners currently:

SMEs :

1.) Firalis SAS, (France) Biotech company developing biomarkers of clinical interest, Huningue, Alsace/France, Acc Prof. H. Firat
2.) MicroBioChips, (France) Biomarker servicing company, Paris. 
3.) DNAvision (Belgium), Reference service provider for x-omics investigations in Europe (partnership to be confirmed)

Non-profit Organisations :

4.) Groupe Français d'Etude des Vascularites (GFEV, French vasculitis study group) Prof. L. Guillevin (president and vice-president respectivelly)
5.) Society of cardiovascular disease in Turkey. Prof. Yagiz Uresin (president & unit head of clinical pharmacology of Uni Istanbul)
6.) EUPRIM-Net consortiom (Germany and Nederland), Coordinators: Lutz Walter, DPZ and Ernst Verschoor, BPRC. (partnership to be confirmed)

7.) EMEA, European Medicines Agency, one representative and deputy nominated
Partners from Academia: 
8.) Prof. Nadir Arber (Israel), Integrated Cancer Prevention Center, Tel-Aviv Sourasky Medical Center and Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv. 
9.) Cecilia Söderberg-Nauclér (Sweden), Department of Medicine, Center for Molecular Medicine, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm. 
10.) Prof. Hasan Yazici (Turkey), president of the International Society for Behçet's Disease.
11.) Prof Lina Badimon (Spain), Cardiovascular research center, Barcelona. Partership to be confirmed.
11.) National Reference Center for Rare Systemic Diseases and Autoimmune Diseases (Cochin Hospital, Paris/France), Profs. L. Mouthon and C. Pagnoux

Partners Search:

We are searching for other Applicant Consortium that responds to the call topic in subject, and has dominantly expertise in the field of DILI (drug-induced liver injury) and/or DIKI (drug-induced kidney injury) and they would be ready to merge with our Applicant Consortium that has major strength in DIVI.

Optionally we also search for partners who may complement our strong expertise of DIVI with strong expertise in the fields of DILI and/or DIKI, preferentially from EU countries that are not yet represented in our Applicant Consortium, however this point may be omitted in case of unique expertise in Europe. Either bringing prevalidated biomarkers and/or their assays in the field of DILI and/or DIKI, or they are clinical units that would be ready to implement biomarker assays in clinical settings and exploring the specificity and sensitivity of such a biomarkers.

